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Francis to become its sponsor.* Francis obligingly signified his
consent; but, to the great disappointment of king Henry, on the
7th of September, 1533, queen Anne gave birth to a daughter,
afterwards the renowned queen Elizabeth. This event took place
in the old palace of Placentia at Greenwich.

The succession was entailed by act of parliament on this infant,
in default of heirs-male: persons were required at the same time
to acknowledge the king's supremacy,.and to swear fealty to the
king's heirs by queen Anne, which excluded the princess Mary
from the succession. Fisher bishop of Rochester and sir Thomas
More refused to take this twofold oath, on scruples of conscience ;
both had previously enjoyed a great degree of Henry's favour,
both had much to lose and nothing to gain by their rejection of a
test which they regarded as a snare. They were the fast friends
of queen Katharine, and had incurred the animosity of her
triumphant rival by counselling the king against forsaking the
wife of his youth. The resentment of Anne Boleyn is supposed
to have influenced the king to bring these faithful servants to the
scaffold.

The new pope, Paul HI., thundered forth his anathema against
Henry and Anne provided they did not separate, forbidding
Henry's subjects to pay him their allegiance. Henry fortified
himself by seeking the alliance of the Protestant princes of
Germany. The decided opposition of the see of Home and the
ecclesiastics of that church against Anne Boleyn's marriage with
the king, and her recognition as queen of England, led her to
espouse the cause of the infant Reformation as a matter of party j
but as she adhered to all the ceremonies of the Boman Catholic
ritual, and professed the doctrine of transubstantiation, a Pro-
testant she cannot be called, with truth. The martyrdoms of
Bilney, of Frith, and several other pious ref onners, were perpe-
trated while she was in the height of her power; and though it
would be unjust to attribute to her the murderous cruelty exercised
by Henry and his spiritual advisers, there is no record of any
intercession used by her to preserve these blameless martyrs from
the flames. Yet it is scarcely likely that to have saved them
would have been a work of greater difficulty than compassing the
destruction of her political opponents. The only great boon that
the Reformation owes to Anne Boleyn is, that the translation of
the Scriptures was sanctioned through her influence. There is
an interesting letter in EHis's royal collection, signed " Anne the
Queen,3' for the protection of a merchant, who was involved in
peril for importing from Holland some of those precious copies of
the Bible, which* as yet, were contraband pearls of great price in